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Understanding the 
Benefits of the Bottle Bill 



A Modernized Bottle Bill System:

1. Provides a strong financial incentive for redemption. 

2. Creates a steady stream of high-quality recycled material.

3. Supports policies that foster a circular economy.

4. Creates the infrastructure and culture needed to transition 

to reusable beverage systems.



Redemption Rate 

“The number of beverage containers 

returned for recycling divided by the 

total amount of beverage containers 

sold in the state.” 

27%

Average redemption rate for all non-
bottle bill states.  



Steady Stream of High-Quality Recycled Material



Vermont’s Recycling Rate 

Flawed Analysis 

1) Doesn’t account for total 

amount of material 

recycled or disposed. 

2) Includes the glass CSWD 

illegally dumped. 

3) Does not separate bottle 

bill and non-bottle bill 

recycling for containers. 



Vermont’s Recycling Rate



Supporting Recycled Content Standards



Oregon’s Reusable Beverage System 

How it Works:

• Buy beverage in refillable bottle.

• Pay same $0.10 deposit.

• Enjoy beverage. 

• Return empty bottle and get 

$0.10 refund. 

• Bottle Bill system takes care of 

the rest.  

Results:



H.175 – Targeted 
Improvements to 
Vermont’s Bottle Bill



Expanding the Scope of Covered Containers 



Raising the Deposit to Ten Cents 



Avoiding an 
Unnecessary Overhaul 
of the Program



Delay, Distract, Derail  

Beverage industry’s tactics to sabotage 

recycling reform: 

1) Blame the Consumer 

2) Lobby to defeat Bottle Bills 

3) Silence Support for Systemic change 

4) Make Promises, Then Break Them 

5) Play Along, Then Undermine 



Astroturfing Efforts – “Vermonters For Recycling



Astroturfing Efforts – “Vermonters For Recycling



Industry Controlled Bottle Bill 

Complete control over the system with no meaningful oversight. 

Emphasis on cutting industry costs over improved recycling. 

Control of unredeemed deposits without assurances the money 
will be used to improve recycling.

Limited number of redemption locations to reduce brands’ 
operating and pickup costs – all at the expense of the public.



Questions? 
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